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Comment
Just one of many things that could be done to
improve the bad quality off the Cambs cycling
infrastructure. Cross the channel to see how it's
done properly.
If the roads are gritted for motorists I don't see
why they can't be gritted for cyclists also.

I have actually written to the council shortly

before christmas volunteering our services to

help grit the cycle paths. I am yet to have a
reply.www.outspokendelivery.co.uk

The path alongside Cowley road, leading from
the Milton cycle/foot bridge to the Science Park,
was absolutely sheet ice earlier this week. I had

to walk to work, because cycling would have
been too dangerous.

I cycle 11 miles to work each day, the majority
on cycle paths. It's been treacherous this week.
Please grit all the cycle paths

Major cycle routes are as important as major
road routes to economy of Cambridge City, and
therefore should be maintained to equal
standards
Either grit or make the surface ice-safe, such as
the river tow path along the Cam. While your at
it, stop trying to kill all cyclists with your Milton
Road abomination!!

Cyclists are tax payers too. Getting more cars off
the roads means making cycling as safe as
possible.

At the moment, you are safer on a main road
this time of year.

Riverside was a skating rink this week. It is a
very popular cycle route and should be gritted to
avoid accidents. After the first day I avoided it,
having fallen off my bike on the bike path to Fen
Ditton, which also wasn't gritted and which was
less slippery and icey.

Icy roads are a major hazard to cycles, and
gritting would mean that this will be one less
danger for cyclists during the winter.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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I have contacted the council about this before
and received no reply.

I heartily support this action. The County
Council's promotion of cycling will be seen to be
a sham if they can't support it with appropriate
safety measures. Surely a duty of care is owed

to ALL users of council maintained
thoroiiahfares?
Pedestrians have to suffer icy pavements too, so
it would be desirable to have these gritted too,
either by the council, or by the provision of rock
salt for the public to use.

This is just one respect in which cycle traffic
should be treated with at least equal priority to
motor traffic.

If a quarter of primary roads used by motorists
were ungritted there would be an outcry. Come
on, council - Cambridge is now meant to be a
Cycling Demonstration City and you can't even
properly maintain the existing poor standard
network... nevermind upgrade it!

In particular the major routes in and out of
Cambridge should be gritted. Also there should
be a published map of safe cycle routes for
winter travel.

Bicycles are important for people to travel to
work or school. The Council lack of action
exposes cyclists to extremely risky conditions.

It is criminally irresponsible for the council to
neglect the safety of cyclists in Cambridge.

I had to divert from Riverside onto a major road
with heavy traffic during the recent cold
weather, as it was safer. Is that what the Council
expect all cyclists to do?

I had to go on the road all the time it was less
dangerous than the cycling paths that I usually
used.However, in icy conditions sharing with
cars, buses and lorries is a nightmare!

Once again we see that there are a large
number of cyclists in Cambridge DESPITE the
efforts of the County Council, not because of it.
As usual, their words and actions to do match.

This is a no-brainer!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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One of the most common perceptions amongst
my non-cycling colleagues is that cycling is
dangerous. If the council wish to persuade them
otherwise, then they need to take action in
making road conditions safer for cyclists.

This is real problem we cylists are facing during
winter time.

Priority should be given to cyclists.
Nearly came off my bike twice in one morning
on the Cycle Bridge in Milton. My daughters
friend came off her bike on the bridge leading to
the new Park & Ride site in Milton.

Riverside is a must
As a minimum gritting should focus on accident
hot spots to save the NHS money and lost
working time throuah injury
Please grit the Coton Footpath. It is our life line
to work and school - my family of 5 all cycle.
The footpath has been extremely slippery and I
fell off my bike one morning.

I have twice seen 3 people fall off within 100
yards along Riverside over the last couple of
weeks. If you are serious about Sustainable
Transport get your act together. Otherwise you
will face personal injury claims and challenges
that you are not meeting your road safety
nhlinatinne
I ride to work from Waterbeach all through the
summer and intended to in the winter, however
after skidding and falling of my bike and also
witnessing at least 3 other people do this within
a week, I have given up as i don't want to hurt
myself. If the County Council are actively
encouraging people to ride to work, cycle paths
have to be safe throughout the year.

Fell of my bike on the way to work today, luckily
just bruised.
Cycle routes should be grited in Cambridge as it
can lead to very bad or deadly accidents.

Please include Cambridgeshire villages!!!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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I've watched several cyclists fall off their bikes
this winter, and they have been hurt. This is
hardly the way to encourage people to cycle to
work - neither is the shocking lack of lighting
and road crossing points. Come on
Cambridgeshire, step up to the mark.

You are particularly vulnerable to ice on a pedal
cycle and a fall can break bones.Minor roads are
important to cyclists, as well as paths. Not
gritting them discriminates against cycling.

Most cyclists have a choice -keep the cycle
routes usable and we don't have to get into our
cars and increase the congestion on the icy
roads!

Ice is more dangerous to two wheeled vehicles
than four. Does the Council expect cyclists to
switch to driving cars whenever the weather is
frostv?

I am a frequent user of Riverside. Recently I had
to walk part of the way as I found it too slippery
to cycle.

Absolutely!

I lived in Cambridge for 5 years and used my
cycle daily for transport and exercise, as I do
now in London. Gritting the cycle paths in
Cambridge would make a significant
improvement to the freezing cold Winter
mornings, when it is hard enough to get up the
gusto to do the environmentally responsible
thing and hop on your bike. Knowing that you
don't have to slowly cycle, due to the ice (never
really getting the chance to warm) would make
life much better, and hopefully encourage more
to join in
Cycling on ice is far more scary than driving on
it. Try it.

There are not enough off main road cycle lanes.
The least the council could do is keep them safe.

The council should also consider clearing leaves
form cycle paths in the autumn (e.g across
Lammas Land to Trumpington St). Accumulation
of leaves + wet weather = slippery, treacherous
mulch.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Grit Gough Way too. Why have you stopped
doing it this winter? More than half a mile of
treachersous icy access to main road - I have
personally witnessed at least three cyclists slip
and fall off on this road

As Green Party County Council candidate I think
that it is appauling that the county fails to act. If
elected I would campaign to treat cyclists and
pedestrians above the interest of car-users.

As City Councillor for this area I am putting
pressure on the County Council to take action
immediately.

Pavements should also be gritted to reduce
danger to pedestrians, especially the elderly

As a resident of Riverside for the 2nd winter in a
row I have been shocked that there is no grit
used on the road or on Stourbridge/Midsummer
Common/Jesus Green. Cyclists + dogs + small
children + ice + river = accident waiting to
happen! I have nearly fallen many times walking
down Riverside and I am an active 21 year old, I
would be terrified if I were elderly or a little
wobbly on my feet. Please grit the roads and
paths on the commons!

The tow path between Fen Ditton and Jesus
Green has been treacherous over the last few
months, particularly the bridge under the railway
track near to Stourbridge Common. Failing to
grit the cycle routes is not only hypocritical, in
view of the County Council's policy to encourage
more people to cycle, it is also likely to leave the
County Council open to litigation, if someone
were seriously injured. Apart from that, I'm
terrified on my cycle-ride to work, by the icy
conditions.

On Riverside I witnessed two accidents (while
cyclists were turning into Saxon Road).
Conditions were so severe that I stayed to warn
oncomina cvclists.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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It is about time that Cambridge be forced to do
something about all this ice. I have fallen a few
times, both on the Green Dragon Bridge, and my
father fell twice in the space of three days in
Chesterton in mid-March.Thanks for the
opportunity to get our voices heard Mr.
NeffnerlPM
I've already fallen twice while biking in
Cambridge this winter because of black ice.
These falls caused me a lot of pain and
discomfort. I was outraged to see that the bike
paths and most of the roads were in dangerous
conditions. How is tax money spent?

cycling should be made easy grit the cycle paths
instead of using your car.

Fallen off my bike twice due to icy weather.
Seen plenty of accidents. When will the council
take responsibility for the safety of people who

have chosen an eco-friendly way to get to work?

Gritting also needed for postmen who all have to
use bikes.

A single person with a bucket of sand and scoop
can sprinkle sand on the paths with no vehicular
access - This is done on the continent so why
not here? Costs would be low possibly giving
employment to the out-of-work. Simple logic!

Cycle routes need to be gritted during the
winter. I have seen numerous accidents where
cyclists have fallen off their bikes due to paths
not being gritted. Cyling on the main roads is
very dangerous as car drivers do not give us

cyclists enough room when pasing.

PLEASE GRIT CYCLE ROUTES!!!
Cycling is my only mode of transport and while I
feel the city is cycle friendly, gritting the paths
would make it that much friendlier and safer for
people like me who need or choose to cycle in
wintery weather

I have seen many accidents this winter on the

cycle path along the river to the green dragon

bridge. This path is often much more icy than

other roads in Cambridge and is used by very
large numbers of cyclists.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf

Jan 21, 2009

Jan 21, 2009

Jan 21, 2009

Jan 21, 2009

Jan 21, 2009

Jan 22, 2009

Jan 22, 2009

Jan 22, 2009
Jan 22, 2009

Jan 22, 2009



236

243

247

248

252

256

258

259

263

Dr

Mrs

Miss

jacqueline bury st edmunds
richardson
John Somerville Royston
Alun Hart CAMBRIDGE
Ann-Marie Cambridge
MCKIERNAN
Shaun Nicholson Ipswich
Nigel Searle Histon,
Cambridge
Rachel Bloore Cambridge
Anna Obarzanowska Cambridge
K Davison Cambridge

suffolk

Hertfordsire

Cambridgeshire

Cambs

Suffolk

Cambridgeshire

Cambridgeshire

Cambrdgeshire

Cambridgeshire

UK

UK

UK

UK

UK

UK

i don't cycle on them myself but a lot of my
friends do and have indeed fallen off their bikes
due to slippery cycle routes.

I've seen numerous people come off their bikes
recently which is bound to discourage people
from cycling in Cambridge.The environmental,
economic, congestion and fitness benefits of
cycling are pretty obvious. Not gritting major
cycle routes seems very shortsighted.

I have come off my bike three times this winter,
it would be great to get to work without risking
my life!

Cambridge is without question a cycling city. The
the Government and Cambridge council actively
encourage residents to use their bicycles as
transport of choice. Therefore surely they should
endeavour to ensure that bike pathways are
kept safe in winter by gritting them when
necessary.

Whilst I live in Ipswich I take by bicycle on the
train to Cambridge and from there cycle to work.
I therefore agree that cycle routes should be
gritted during winter and am shocked that a
forward looking cycle friendly city such as
Cambridge could take such a position re:
gritting. Indefensible.

Things like this, by which you can make cycling
safer and more comfortable, makes absolute
sense if you are serious about getting people out
of their cars.

On one commute this winter from Chesterton to
central Cambridge, I fell off my bike twice, and
saw two other people also fall. The areas around
the footbridges over the Cam are particularly
dangerous. If the City Council wants people to
continue commuting by bike in winter - not only
reducing wear and tear on roads but also
alleviating Cambridge's serious traffice problem -
they have a responsibility to make the major
bike routes safe.

too many accidents that could have been easily
prevented!
and repair them when needed too

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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PLEASE do act according to the above
recommendations. In the space of ten minutes
from my office window on St Andrew's Road,
near the new cycle bridge leading to/from
Riverside, I watched two cyclists fall of bicycles
and one car skid. I run a community building on
St Andrew's Road, Chesterton, and we get a
high proportion of elderly visitors using the
facilities we provide. If one of them slips and
breaks a bone, it could disable them for the rest
of their lives...

And clear major cycle paths of fallen leaves in
autumn - also dangerous
My husband came off his bike on black ice on
Hurst Park Avenue, Cambridge just before
Christmas and broke his elbow
Came off my Bike and factured my elbow,
council saved money not gritting, but it cost the
NHS and my employer money
Cambridge county councils policy on reducing
road traffic appears to be mainly aimed at
raising funds (ie congestion charging) rather
than actually trying to solve the problems by
practical means. Gritting the cycle paths is just
one such practical thing the council can do to
help. Providing more covered cycle racks at the
park and rides in another. There are many other
ways that the council can encourage people to
avoid the roads but because they do not raise
money they are ignored.

I've just got in from cycling to and from the city
centre today. The cycleways and Riverside,
which is shared with cars, were very dangerous.
I was disgusted to find that they had not been
done before the evening.

Cambridge's cycle routes are used every day by
thousands of students and workers to get to
school or work. The lack of gritting on cycle
routes shows the councils lack of support for

cycling. See:
http://www.camcycle.org.uk/map/location/1575
4/ and

http://www.camcycle.org.uk/map/location/1575
A/

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Riverside is a major cycle route used by
hundreds of cyclists in peak hours every day,
including many school children. It also faces

north and is overshadowed for most of its
length, making it quick to ice up and slow to
thaw. A new cycle bridge to Chesterton is
expected to be used by 1000 cycles per day.
The County Council really needs to grit this route
in cold weather.

Thank you Camcarts for linking to this petition
:0) - let's get serious about setting a standard
for cycling across the UK!

Even those of us that drive into the city may still
wish to cycle some remaining part of the route.

I have 3 children who cycle to school snd my
wife cycles to work. Their safety is just as
important as cars drivers, and they don't have
safety belts / air bags if they skid.The message
being sent out is "when the weather is bad,
don't cycle to work because the roads/paths are
too dangerous", implying they should take the
car.Much more needs to be done to provide safe
passageways for cyclists.

I fell off on an ungritted path, which is part of
National Cycle Network, two weeks ago, and
sent email to Cambridge County Council asking
them to justify their position. I am still waiting
for a response. They are failing in their duty of
care to cyclists.

As a city that is seeking to promote sustainable
transport, gritting cycle paths is an absolute
essential when the temperature hits zero.

Not gritting cycle paths forces cyclists into the
middle of main roads, slowing down other traffic
and putting themselves at risk. With less insight

into the possible dangers, children are at
particular risk, but must continue to get to
school.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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I am very concerned for the safety of children
cycling to school on icy mornings. Given the very
large number of cyclists in Cambridge, I believe
it is unreasonable of the Council to take the view
that cycle routes are not major routes.

The ungritted roads are lethal. I witnessed a
sliding Volvo very nearly killing a cyclist and two
pedestrians yesterday on riverside. If riverside is

currrently designated as a road of little
importance when gritting, this policy badly
needs to be reviewed in the light of the new
bridge and apartments nearby

My son cycles to school/college on a daily basis
and it is his form of independent travel in the
city. He has opted to walk during the snow
having witnessed numerous people falling off
bikes where cycleways were ungritted.

The gritting of cycle routes should be made a
priority.

My son and friend and my husband travel from
Coldhams lane 9top end near C HintonO to
Burnside/Perne Rd along the TINS cycle path.
The Bridge on this path goes over the railway. It
is and has been for 2 days LETHAL. Cyclists are
hanging onto fencing to get from one side to the
other something has to be done to protect our
children, the alternative Coldhams Lane in rush
hour is NOT an option for 11 year olds!

We have had several near accidents on our bikes

on the icy paths, it is very dangerous even when

walking and pushing our bikes!Surely there are

more bikes than cars in Cambridge, so the cycle
paths should be a priority.

Surely it is a no-brainer, cycle paths must be
gritted and I am shocked to hear they are not -
how can that be justified

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Cycle paths are not only not gritted, they are not
safe in many respects, e.g. right of way is not
clear at crossings and at the end, too narrow,

not smooth, not unidirectional, no safety
distance to the car traffic etc. Overall cycling
seems to be a neglected way of getting to work
or school, whereas it could be the solution to the
problems with car traffic and congestions in
Cambridge. Rethinking the current policy
towards cycle paths is overdue.

We are trying to get people out of cars - this
policy runs directly contrary to that objective.

I recently telephoned the council to complain
about the state of the road surface at Riverside.
My daughter came off of her bike due to the ice,

along with a number of other cyclists. I have

since seen a number of accidents along that
stretch cyclists and pedestrians a like.

Like a third world!
yes, please grit cycle paths, it's a necessity!

My 10 year-old daughter fell off her bike on the
way to school the other day; I also skidded on
the ice and narrowly avoided falling into the
path of another bike. It seems ludicrous not to
keep cyclists safe by adopting a policy of not
gritting cycle paths - does the city really want us
all to resort to driving our cars in this weather?

Cycle paths are now unsafe. We need to
continue to encourage an alternative to using
cars in the city, what better signal that you are
prioritising cyclists than making cyclepaths the
priority. As it is in the cold weather your policy is
encouraging car usage as the only safe option.
Can this be consistent with the rest of your
transport policy?

I am not only concerned for myself but also for
the many students from my college who use
bicycles in and around Cambridge

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Cycle paths are often also footpaths. Preventing

older people falling could save the council ££££

in community and long-term care costs after hip
fracture.

If you are trying to encourage people to
cycle/walk to work and leave their car at home
this is not the way to go about it!

I came off my bike a couple of weeks back after
hitting black ice on the Midsummer Common
towpath just after the bridge near cutter ferry
path. A woman who stopped said she'd done the
same a year ago. Two minutes later, another
cyclist came off in the same spot. I was
fortunate not to be injured - someone coming
the other way could slide into the river! If it isn't
possible to routinely salt all paths, could salt bins
be strategically placed to allow public to spread
it on tricky spots?

in a time when we all have to find solution of
alternative transport to ease the traffic and
consider the environment, surely all efforts
should be made to support the people that
choose to avoid usina cars!

Roads should be made safe for all in icy times.
As example my 12yr old daughter fell off her
bike on slippery road on her way to school
yesterday (3/2/09) and was left quite injured.
She also mentioned to me that several of her
school friends had had similar accidents on the
same day. I, myself ended up having to walk my
bike after a couple of alarming skids. If we are
to keep functioning ie keep going to work,
school etc, we must feel safe. Thank you.

This is an important issue to be addressed if
Cambridge is serious about encouraging cycling
rather than use of cars. The problem is that
even walking to school has become dangerous.

My son wisely chose to walk rather than cycle to
school in spite of the delay this caused. I do not
own a car, I walk everywhere -- pavements are
treacherous long after the initial snowfall -- so
what am I paying taxes for, I wonder? It seems
that cyclists and pedestrians are second and
third class citizens.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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The paths on midsummer common and parkers
piece are used by cyclists and pedestrians alike.
The inability to have these gritted exposes the
council's lack of real interest in promoting

alternative transport in a very congested town

as well as a shameful carelessness regarding the

safety of its citizens. What is our council tax
being spent on of there is no money left to grit a
few paths?

Children who cycle to school are being forced off
cycle routes and onto roads in order to avoid the
ice.

What could be more important than an issue
related to both safety of our children and their
education?

My son skidded off his bike on an ungritted but
heavily used cycle route outside his school
yesterday. The council encourages, but does not

provide safe conditions for, cycling in Cambridge-

a heavily congested and expanding city.

We have a multi-million pound cycle bridge we
didnt really need near tesco. A couple of bags of
grit on riverside would have been much more
helpful.

It has been very dangerous and where the sun
does not hit the path it is solid ice. Biking to
Newham Croft Primary School was treacherous
in spots. Walking is not always the best with
children and I'm sure you don't want us driving
on these days schools are in session. We had our
Parkside student take a cab to Coleridge for
classes this week.

I wouldn't let my children cycle to school
yesterday (3/2/09) - the cycle paths were just
too dangerous - I took them in the car instead

which just added to the morning rush hour
traffic - I saw a lot of other parents doing the
same thing. It doesn't make sense for the
council not to grit these paths when they are
trying to encourage more people to leave their
cars at home and cycle instead!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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If cycling is to be encouraged in the city for
envronmental and health reasons, then cyclists
in Cambridge need to be treated equally with
drivers. Cycle paths are main roads too!

My children cycle along the path from
Trumpington to the City Centre along with
hundreds of other cyclists reducing traffic

congestion. The path has been covered with
thick ice and is extrememly dangerous.

UK The large number of adults and children who
cycle to work in Cambridge surely justifies the
small cost of gritting the cycle routes. They are
an essential part of the transport infrastructure.
By not doing this the council is being negligent

and short-sighted.

Please make the cycle paths better and safer

the cycle paths along barnwell road are
extremely bad
UK The very busy tarmac cycle/pedestrain path
across Parker's Piece has not been cleared of ice
or gritted/salted by Wednesday 4 Feb, 2 days
after snow occurred. It is very dangerous and
consequently many users are cycling or walking
on the grass area at the side of the icy tarmac
path, for their own safety, with consequent
erosion.

UK Coton cyclepath is another heavily used route

and is currently treacherous. To be able to travel
to work in safety is surely not too much to
expect.

UK After snow, the cycle routs are very dangers to
cyclist and pedestrian, there are more people go

to work by bike or foot after snow, to gritting

the cycle paths under snow condition should be

dealt with immediately.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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UK I believe this should be done but sparingly,
cheaply and efficiently. Not all cycle routes need
to be gritted. Cyclists shoud use gritted roads
where possible during these times. Cycle paths

away from main gritted roads, such as that
along the river or across the large greens, would
do well to be gritted and I would endorse such a

policy.

Gritting of snow-covered roads, cycle- and
footpaths is not the sole solution. These routes
should be cleared of snow and subsequently
gritted. This can be done using properly
equipped vehicles (of various sixes
dependending on the situation). It is essential in
a civilised society for safety as well as for ease
of communication.

UK Cambridge is also sometimes called cycle city
maybe a little help for the cyclists would be good

UK My daughter broke her wrist cycling along
Riverside, falling on the black ice there. The
accident was completely unnecessary and would
never have happened had the road been gritted.
As she got up off the road, she saw 3 other
people fall in various spots on Riverside.

UK If we want to reduce congestion by getting

Cambridge residents to leave their cars at home,
it is imperative that cycling and walking are
made as safe as possible.

UK I and my four children cycle to school every day,
except when it is icy at which point I have to get
into my car. I don't want to have to drive, but it

is not safe to cycle (I have fallen off on ice on
several occasions) and I think that it is
extremely short-sighted of the local authorities
not to put more effort into encouraging cycling
in every possible way.

As a student in Cambridge it is vital to be able to
cycle in all weather conditions, please protect us
by gritting these cycle lanes.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Our Whole family has returned to road transport
this week as the cycle paths to schools,
Coleridge, St Bedes and Long Road have been
unsafe and I have had to use the bus rather
than cycle to Addenbrookes. We have had
countless icy path induced injuries at
Addenbrookes, a work load we could do without
and the distress to people is immeasurable as it
affects their income and mobility for weeks.
Please grit if you are serious about getting
people out of their cars.

Paths on Coldham's common are treacherous in
this current icy weather
In the snow I chose to walk instead of drive to a
meeting across town. This was a mistake since it
would have been safer to drive as the
pavements and cycle paths were ice yet the
roads were clear. If the council want people to
get out of their cars they need to provide a safe
and reliable environment for walkers and
cyclists.

There can't be any worthwhile excuse not to grit
pathways frequented by cyclists & pedestrians,
so please initiate the process of getting requisite
funding and resources to move this forward at
the earliest.

Considering the importance of cycling in
Cambridge and the fact that it is a green form of
travel, I am amazed at the short-sightedness of
the council in not gritting the cycle routes.

I was disappointed to find treacherous patches
of ice on the main path from Riverside across
Midsummer Common (night of 2009-02-03)

The area from Stourbridge common to by the
new bridge is very dangerous.
YEs I agree, The roads in Cambridge are not
safe and neither are the cycleways .

The council committee and senior management
will have to accept some personal responsibility
for injuries suffered as a consequence of this
policy. The children and younger people who
cycle may not have as loud a voice as car
drivers, but their parents do.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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I have heard the excuse that e.g. Riverside is
not gritted because parked cars prevent it being
done completely. Obviously, gritting a path
down the road significantly increases safety for
cyclists. Over the last few months, I have seen
several cyclists fall on Riverside, and my
daughter ended up in A&E after one such fall.
This is an issue not just when it snows but on
any wet night when the temperature falls below
freezing and as much of Riverside is in shade
until mid-afternoon.

Current situation is terrible for me cycling to
work and very dangerous for my eldest who
cycles to school. You desperately need to
encourage low-carbon lifestyles at a time of
global warming. Please don't just grit the road
for carhon-chokina cars
Part of encouraging more walking and cycling,
making the population healthier and reducing
congestion in the process, is making safe priority
routes pleasant and usable 365 days a year. The
investment is essential if we are to get more
people off the roads all year round.

You know it makes sense!

The state of the new cycle bridge over the river
off St Andrews Road was highly dangerous this
week.

Well said Robert!It's no good claiming
Cambridge is a town for cyclists and then not
maintaining the few dedicated cycle paths that
exist. The council is clearly abdicating its
resnonsihilities here.

I have fallen off my bike once on Riverside road,
and again on the main route across Midsomer
Common, and have seen others do so too - I am
extremely angry that our council has not
bothered to grit these locations.

This is particularly true also of road which have
been subject to traffic calming measures where
the cycle lanes are often never cleaned, fill up
with water (which freezes) and do not provide a
continuously safe ride.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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As parliamentary candidate for the Green Party I
think it appauling that people are being injured.
There should be a basic assumption to grit cycle-
wavs.
Cambridge needs to encourage the use of
bicycles instead of cars.
Gritting cycle ways is just one more practical
way of making cycling a realistic alternative
mode of transport for Cambridge.

Cambridge should be encouraging people to
cycle and walk-both pavements and cycle ways
have been treacherous in the last three days.

Its essential to maintain safety on the roads

There was a student killed in a cycling accident
last week. Gritting major cycling routes is very
important in a city where many people (locals
and students) depend on cycling to get around.

No grit on Elizabeth way pedestrian/cycle route,
so to stop falling off our bikes we have to cycle
on Elizabeth way with all the cars.This is very
danaerous
From Newnham to Parkside across Lammas Land
is extremely dangerous and my children have
already fallen off their bikes on the way to
school.

Disgusted this has not been done when so many
journeys in Cambridge are made by bike.

I think ALL designated cycle routes should be
gritted.

I am one of those who came off of a bike along
Midsummer Common cycle path - on the way to
work in town in December on black ice. My
husband too had an accident on the same
stretch. We emailed the Council then, and were
horrified that there was a no gritting policy of
cycle paths

I have 3 children - 2 of whom cycle and the
roads are extremely dangerous enough without
this added problem in the winter. This is
supposed to be a ecologically friendly city why is
this not a top priority and also why is the trade
waste not recycled???!!1!!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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This is common sense - get on with it!
How can Cambridge be a cycling demonstration
town and not do this? It puts many children at

risk of injury on their way to school

this happens every decade or so. footpaths,
cyclepaths & minor roads never gritted.
Accountants do not see any cost benefit in doing
this. People have to walk in the road so as to not
fallover the ice. Just speak to A&E at
Addenhronkes
Please grit cycle routes in cold weather in
Cambridge. This mode of transport is first choice
in Cambridge for many city centre residents and
for many children their transport to and from
school. Encourage cycling rather than taking a
car in all weather. Walking is not always an

nntinn

GRIT ALL MAJOUR CYCLE ROUTES IN
CAMBRIDGE DURING WINTER AS THEY CAUSE
ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES TO CHILDREN (AND

ALL WHO USE THEM).THANK YOU.

My daughter cycles to Parkside school and I
have great concerns when cycle paths are not
gritted. I have accompanied her to school on

pretty lethal icy cycle paths & wants the Council
to take this concern seriously.

Riverside is lethal in the winter months with ice
and snow becoming a skiddy, rutted ice-rink. I

have two children and cannot manage to push

the double buggy along there - today I have had
to keep my daughter away from nursery as the
journey is simply too dangerous and I have no

car. I am an environmental commuter, walking
or cycling everywhere and the new footbridge

encourages people like me but NOT if you then
fall as you walk along Riverside - why grit the
bridge and not the road?!!!1???111

And that includes joint pavement/pedestrian
paths coming into Cambridge from the outlying
villages. The trip from Comberton into
Cambridge has been pretty hair-raising the least
few mornings.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Cyclists should drive more carefully.The cycle
roads are generally not safe enough for
cyclists.Taxis should respect cyclists.
Cycle paths and cycle lanes on roads are
constantly ignored by gritters during icy and
snowy weather. Something needs to be done
about this.

Please grit cycle routes and pavements to offer
safe alternative routes to work and school under
snowy and icy conditions. It's crazy having the
roads blocked with stranded cars and the
pavements unpassable too.

More grit for cyclists!

We're supposed to be a cycle demonstration
city. How can you NOT grit cyclepaths? Are we
second class citizens?

As a family we cycle every day to
school/work/nursery. Please make it safe for us
during very cold weather and grit the cycle
paths. We are trying to do our bit for the
environment but it puts us off cycling.Thank
volThe Pollitt familv
It's death on a stick out there!

I can see that there would be issues with salt
run-off without road-drains affecting wildlife, and
a 'where do we stop' issue, but I think to not do
any cycle paths is untenable.I wholeheartedly
support this petition

i saw 2 cyclists fall within a few minutes of each
other on black ice along Riverside in January
2009.

The CCC needs to evolve its planning more
proactively to reflect the actaul volumes of
traffic and the likeliehood off accidents.

We cycle to school and back, 1 parent and 2
children - it is not just people going to work!

Long overdue.

It's a disgrace that Cambridgeshire County
Council - and councillors - treat Cambridge
cyclists with such utter disdain. For the best part
of a week Riverside has effectively been a
skating rink and I've witnessed many accidents.
Same on you!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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this is an essential safety measure - and one

that could protect the council tax payer from
litigation as well as the obvious benfits of
providing a safer transport route for many

It's done in other developed countries such as
Germany and Holland - why not here??

I have to take the bus when it snows, as it is so
unsafe to cycle to work. This puts more pressure
on public transport, and results in my journey
taking approximately 3 times as long as normal,
due to the unreliability of the buses.

some cycle paths run on large pavements. they
are at present very dangerous due to the fact
that the snow has become hard and slippery.
please consider clear those as well for cyclists
and pedestrians

Cycling is already a hazard, it is worse on these
slippery roads!
Cyclists are especially vulnerable to slipping in
icy weather, and I think ss a matter of equity
cycle routs should be gritted in a freeze.

Especially the cycle path along Barton Road from

Cambridge to Barton, please, as many use that

to get into Cambridge to work as well as taking
children to and from school!

As regular cyclists fromm Chestreton to both
town and school locations we all found Riverside
unridable eespecially Wednesday 4th. I was not
the only person having difficulties either cycling

or walking.

I cycle to work every day. Cycling in Cambridge
should be encouraged especially considering the
congestion problems in the city which have been
made worse by the roadworks on Hills Rd
bridge.

You want to reduce the traffic in Cambridge you
need to make it safer for cyclist.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Cycle- and foot-bridges across the Cam are Feb 05, 2009
particularly treacherous as they don't have the

clearing effect of motor traffic in marginal
conditions. I think they need more attention
(proportionate to their tarmac area) than the

roads
I agree totally; I broke both wrists falling off Feb 05, 2009
bike on ice December 2008.
Cambridge City promotes itself as the UK's Feb 05, 2009
Cycling City. It's not. Local Highways

Department doesn't believe in clearing or

gritting ANY cycle routes including National Cycle
Network routes in the region. This is not a Cycle

Demonstration City or Safer Routes to School
mindset. Stop talking, start doing.

I've come off my bike because of ice this winter, Feb 05, 2009
and at least 4 of my immediate colleagues have

too. If Cambridge is to set a good example to

the rest of the UK, if not the world, we need to

look after cyclists.

Thnat the cycle routes are not gritted is beyond

Feb 05, 2009
belief.

Riverside Road is particularly dangerous! Feb 05, 2009

Cambridge is now so full of traffic that Feb 05, 2009
congestion charging is being seriously

considered. One easy way to reduce traffic
congestion is to make it easy and safe for people
to get to work by bike instead of by car. But this
requires that cycle lanes be maintained to the
same standard as the roads, and gritted or

salted in winter.

Our children cycle to school every day in the Feb 05, 2009
rain, wind, hail, snow, sleet, or sunshine! This
not only keeps them healthy and active, but also
allows them some independence An added
bonus is that this also helps the council - cutting
back city road traffic congestion caused by the
use of cars to drive children short distances to
city schools. In Cambridge we pay considerable
council tax, perhaps the return gesture is to
prepare/grit cycle paths. Cambridge is famous

worldwide for its cyclists!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Definately need to salt the cycle paths! It's
dangerous on the roads with the cars and
annoying for the drivers, but we have no option
if the cycle paths aren't gritted. Please grit
them!

I consider it ludicrous that cycle routes aren't
being gritted. It puts pedestrian and cyclists'
lives at risk.

Not gritting the paths forces us to cycle on the
roads and this is dangerous since all the slush
accumulates at the edges. If we cycle in the
middle, we irritate all the traffic! Either way, it's
extremelv riskv.

Wadloes footpath is very heavily used and needs
sweeping occasionally as well as gritting. It was
slipperey even before the freeze due to fallen
leaves.

I usually cycle from the Babraham Rd Park and
ride to Hills Road. I did not this morning,
because the cycle paths had not been cleared
and remembering a bad fall when cycling on an
icy road, I was worried. I was horrified about the
danger that many cyclists were in trying to cycle
on the icy path.

We should be reorietating our priorities. Cycling
to work is green and so cycle paths should be
the first to be gritted, not roads.

The foot/cycle paths around Newnham have
been very uneven and dangerous especially
today with the ice underneath the new snow

One morning in December 2008 I saw at least 8
cyclists fall off coming down River Lane onto
Riverside. I used dishwasher salt on the bend to
stem the tide of bloodied cyclists. An inhabitant
from a houseboat asked to borrow my salt
because 17 people had fallen that morning
coming down Saxon Road onto Riverside.

we should be supporting people to stay out of
cars
cyclist need gritted cycle paths and roads during
freezing weather

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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As someone who pays council tax and cycle
instead of using a car -which is environmental
friendly- I feel left out if nothing is done to make
cycling save in winter times.

I cycled to work today (I am in my 50s and if I
break something I risk being off work for a
while) and nearly came off once. The alternative
is to get the car out. If we all do that the traffic
will be even worse than it is already. But if the
paths are not gritted then I may have to.

A good idea - the cycle paths are lethal
I would also add that the appoaches and steps
to the cycle bridge on Rustat Road are only
occassionally gritted.

The cycle paths are lethal in cold weather when
snow melts and becomes ice. It is wrong to force
children to cycle to school on main roads in
heavy traffic just to save money!

I was surprised at the state of the Greville Road
/ Rustat Raod intersection and indeed the on
and off ramps of the cycle bridge which were

very icy on Tuesday. This is an important cycle

route which I chose to use expecting it to have
been gritted and to be safer than the main road.
I had to get off the road and walk on the
pavement. Please note that this was over 24 hrs
after the heavy snowfall.

Start taking cycling seriously as a means of
transport!

If gritting is too expensive, at the very least the
snow could eventually be cleared from the
paths; I expected there to be problems
immediately after this weeks heavy snowfalls,
but was rather disappointed to discover nothing
had improved a day or two later. But then not
even piles of broken glass get cleared from cycle
paths in less than a fortnight, in which time they
had caused me two punctures.

False economy - a & e must be full of injured
cyclists this week. Riverside is a major cycle
route and has been literally a no go route. How
much does arit cost?

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Julia Fletcher Cambridge Cambs

I was a casualty on Riverside so I Feb 06, 2009
wholeheartedly support this request. A month
later, my knee is still not recovered, and I have
had to buy a new bike as the old one was too
badly damaged.
Cambs

772 Dr

James Ward Cambridge

It's great to see that the Council DOES grit some Feb 06, 2009
cycle paths (eg the foot/cycle bridge near

Cambridge railway station). Keep up the good
work! However, others are poorly maintained.
Compared with cars, cyclists are obviously
particularly vulnerable to slipping on ice. If
cycling is to be encouraged, it has to be made
practical and safe.

773 Mrs Tina Bingham Cambridge Cambridgeshire UK It is disgraceful and dangerous that cyclists'

Feb 06, 2009
safety in Cambridge has been ignored during the
icy weather - as a Cycle Demonstration town,
cyclists deserve better treatment than this.
Carole Douillot cambridge

779 ms

cambridgeshire UK

I fell off my bike twice and sent an email to

Feb 06, 2009
camb. county council and they replied they
couldn't grit all the roads, so the issue is not

only cycle paths but any roads in Cambridge.
Cambridgeshire

780 Sinead Hynes Cambridge
781 Mr Tim Baverstock
786 Mr

Cambridge
Eric Gowland

www.number10.gov
Landbeach

Please grit the cycle paths. It is very dangerous.
Cambridgeshire

UK Why isn't this on www.number10.gov.uk? Feb 06, 2009
UK With a quoted 25% of commuters in the city

Feb 06, 2009
travelling by bike, it is an absolute travesty that
the council continues to treat cyclists as second

class citizens. I sincerely hope this is ignorance

rather than a blatant disregard for the safety of
a substantial portion of the cities residents.
Susan Jackson Cambridge

Feb 06, 2009

787 Dr

Cambs UK If priority is given to cycle paths, then more Feb 06, 2009
people will use bikes or walk when the roads are
icy and snowy. At the moment, regular cyclists
like my husband and me are forced into our car
because it is not safe to cycle. The
undergraduate students are not allowed to have
cars and need to cycle to get to lectures. You are
putting their lives at risk by not keeping cycle
paths open.

Stephen Jones Fulbourn

788 Mr

Cambs UK

If you want more people off the road and on

Feb 06, 2009
bikes, then the cycle lanes have to be cleared as
well as the roads.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Pedestrians need safe pavements as well.

I have not seen any gritters out on the roads in
Cambridge where we have significant footfall,
rush hour traffic and cyclists. I saw 2 cyclists

falling off their bicycles on a particularly icy
corner of Coe Fen Common two days ago. These
paths and roads need gritting.

Not gritting the cycle paths just mean more
people use their cars and add to the problems

Excellent idea to grit cycle paths - having been
forced to cycle on the road this week due to no
gritting or clearing of the path I use every day to
get to work, I appreciate it even more!

It should be 'common sense' to grit cycle paths
in a city like Cambridge and I am surprised to
see that a petition is required.

The lack of gritting and snow removal on some
major Cycle routes is a disgrace, making it very,
very dangerous when cycling is often the only
way for people to get around. Please invest in
thsi in the future

It is absolutely ridiculous not to be doing this.

Please grit foot paths as well
This is an obvious way to reduce a major risk

outrage
Apart from distress and pain caused by having
an accident, it is surely cheaper to grit paths
than pay NHS to patch up the injured. Also lost
hours of work?
If you are serious about promoting cycling (as a
demonstration town you should be) don't make
decisions that will deter people from cycling.

I've fallen off due to ice once this year.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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During the icy conditions we had between Nov &
Jan, I have lost traction from my front wheel
whilst cycling to and from work on at least 5

seperate occassions. As a result of this I
sustained severe cuts and grazes to my hands,
arms, knees, and chin plus prolonged pain in my
upper arm and shoulder where I have impacted
on the hard ground. If cycling is to be
encouraged by councils they should make
transport on two wheels safe, we are relatively
unprotected and injuries occur even at low
speeds.

I have personally witnessed several accidents
and also know people who have had accidents
ranging from bruising to broken hips due to
slipping on ice. The safer it is to cycle, the fewer
people will use cars and

Not just cycle paths but all paths.It costs a lot
less to grit paths than to treat patients in
hospital suffering from broken bones!Even a
campaign encouraging residents to clear their
own drives and paths would put people in the
right mind to care for each other, clear their
streets and therefore help the council.If you
want people out of cars and onto bikes or
walking, then best stop treat them as second
class citzens.

May even require special machinery / vehicles to
reach certain paths, but it still needs doing.
Cycle users are council tax payers just as much
as car users are.

Pleas include the cycle route to Hinxton (DNA
way behind Addenbrooks) and the ones along
the river Cam (for the rowers who want to cycle
there at 6 in the morning).

Given the relatively high proportion of people in
Cambridge who commute by bike, I believe it is
important to pay as much attention to these
routes as the the main roads.

Please make the cycle paths of Cambridge more
safe by adding some salt and or grit!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Though the road routs in Cambridge are gritted,
the majority of cycle routes that are not part of
roads are not gritted. At the times of year when
these paths are most useful getting cyclists
away from dangerous road situations they can
be unuseable.

The cycle path from shelford to Addenbrookes,
which i use every weekday, today had not been
gritted and as a result was very slippery. This
caused me to fall off my bike on my way to
college, thankfully without serious injury but it
did shake me up! Surely simply gritting the
paths could prevent this from happening to
anyone who bravely ventures out in this wet and
freezing weather.

Speaking as a cyclist who broke her ankle by
falling off her bike which slipped on the ice
earlier this week I would like to see cycle paths
and allevwavs aritted!

Please do something about. It is so difficult to
cycle in snow from the Oakington!

I feel off my bike on the ice at the junction of
Beche road and Abbey Road in Dec 2008 which
has not been gritted. I dislocated and fractured
of my shoulder which has required surgery and

lengthy rehabilitation - still ongoing.

No way will I use my bike on icy cycleways at
my rather advanced age! Therefore the car
comes out to add to the congestion and pollution
in town.There must be a lot of people like me.

Cycling is a sustainable mode of transport that
should be encouraged by all levels of
government. The County Council would be wise
to do whatever it can to ensure excellent bicycle
access in Cambridge so that automotive
congestion can be kept low and the air clean.

Cambridgeshire County Council is dragging its
feet over gritting cycle tracks. It can lay no claim
to environmental awareness, let alone claim to
be taking into account the safety of the
thousands of people who cycle in this area.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Grit cycle paths.
Do not promote cycle paths if you do not make
the cycle paths safe for cyclists
I have spoken to the Cambridgeshire County
Council numerous times and they still refuse to
grit the cycle routes. I was responsible for going
to the press after falling off my cycle on
Riverside which has been hazardous for most of
December, January and now February. The
County Council initially denied they had anything
to do with gritting roads! However, they have a
duty to grit cycle routes and keep Cambridge
citizens safe and must put the cycle routes on
the griting list.

I have seen the injuries my mother got from
falling off her bike, because Riverside wasn't
gritted. She didn't have full use of her arm, until
a week after falling. Also she got bruises all over
her legs and arms, but also back pains. I have to
walk or cycle to school, and have slipped so
many times but luckly havn't hurt myself as
much as my mother has.

It is pretty bad out there frequently and it's no
more fun to crash on a bike than in a car.

The County and City Councils of Cambridgeshire

and Cambridge should be aware that large
numbers of people cycle in ALL weathers,
primarily as a result of the poor public transport
system in and around Cambridge. Remember,

each cyclist keeps another car off the road -

cyclists deserve some respect and ice free cycle

paths!

grit the cycle paths in order to keep encouraging
cycling in all weathers. if the paths are gritted, it
is safer than using the road.

Over the past week the minor roads have been
impassable for cyclists
I would particularly like to see 'the tins' cycle
path between Coldhams Lane and Cherry Hinton
gritted. In a couple of parts there is a gradient
and especially the bridge over the railway is
often very icy and hazardous.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Riverside is now a major route used for Cyclists,
Rowing Coaches, Families, Runners, Roller
Blading.While in the past was a quiet part of the
city, in the past 4 years has transformed to a
well used area. Please put in place a gritting
schedule including the area infront of the
Technology musum and the Riverside Bridge

I have just returned to work after 11 weeks off
sick, recovering from a broken hip. Caused when
I had a bicycle accident as a result of black ice
on an un-gritted major cycle path.

Ice on cycle paths forces a decision between
risking an accident by skidding on ice on the
cycle path and cycling on a road where cars are
not expecting bikes. I have felt seriously unsafe,
either wav.

I would also like to see the pavements gritted as
well as I have got off my bike in the very icy
weather and found walking is actually as if not
more hazardous because the main routes into
the city centre are not gritted and it is too
dangerous to walk in the road.

I am dependent on the use of my bicycle, as are
my partner and child, and the current policy
places our lives and limbs at serious risk.

The cycle paths in Cambridge have been very
slippery and dangerous during the past week,
forcing me to share the road with cars.

I endevour to walk to work every day crossing
Elizabeth Bridge, Cambridge, where the footpath
is shared with bicycles. Last week proved to be a
real test of agility as no gritting had been done!

Also walking on the shared pavements in East
Rd was not much better. On Friday afternoon, 6

Feb. I ended up walking in the road as it was

much too dangerous on the pavements. If you

want people to get out of their cars you MUST
provide safe alternatives!!!

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Cycle paths in Cambridge are heavily used
commuting routes - they should be a priority for
gritting, to minimise accidents, and encourage
people to keep cycling instead of driving to
work.

Make cycling safe!

I cycled across Cambridge on Thursday 5th
February for an EERA meeting. Conditions were
atrocious on ungritted cycle paths and
pavements.

The latest spell of bad weather and subzero
temperatures have highlighted the low regard
that cycling has in the eyes of Cambs County
Councils. Surely, when almost 1/4 of the city's
population cycle daily, the care and maintenance
of cycle ways (and roadsides) should be a high
priority?

grit the roads or we wont come to work
It is essential that paths and cycleways on main
routes (incl near schools) are gritted. Around
Jesus Green, Lower Park Street, Riverside are
especially bad, but many routes are too
dangerous to use. I have had an accident and
witnessed others - this costs time and money -
and it would help if the county council gritted
regularly.

Path across Lammas Land, Coton Footpath, Fen
Causway pavement .......
I have twice slipped and fallen from my bike on
ice along Riverside, despite riding quite carefully
and slowly; one time bruising a nerve in my hip
rather badly. That this road remains ungritted is
quite surprising, despite the installation of a new
bridge bringing even more bike traffic from
Chesterton and Milton to this major commuter
route.

The pavement cycle lanes crossing the A14 on
the B1049 from Histon are lethal in icy/snowy
weather - only alternative is to walk, or risk your
life in amongst heavy traffic.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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I have had to assist one cyclist who had fell from
her cycle on the Trumpington Road cycle path
and one pensioner pedestrian who had fallen

and was unable to get up near the Shelford

Road Petrol Station in the last week. How many

more need to fall off?

A common sense policy of gritting roads,
pavements and cycle paths when snow is
forecast, rather than just when the temperature
is forecast to be below zero would allow a fair
distribution of available resources.

Cycling in the past week along the cycle paths
has proved tricky, necessitating in walking
rather than the use of the bike.

I have previously fallen and hurt myself on black
ice as I cycles across Lammas land. It was only
luck that prevented serious injury.

some cyclists have said that using grit as well as
salt on new Addenbrookes cycle path has caused
punctures.

Ungritted cyclepaths and pavements pose an
equal hazard to untreated roads. I see no reason
why major cycle and pedestrian routes should
not be treated with equal importance to roads.

Having just cycled through the recent snow I
think the Council's position is scandalous.

Cycle paths AND footpaths please.

Risks to cyclists from ice are potentially greater
than for motorists owing to the inherently
unstable nature of bikes and the rider being
unshielded from falls. Gritting roads while
excluding cycle paths on safety grounds is
illnaical
main cycle roads off King's Hedge are not
gritted.

This is an essential service in the winter given
the number of cyclists and would potentially
encourage more people to cycle.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Have experienced two falls (lots of bruises, but
no broken bones) so far this winter as a result of
icy cycle paths. It is only a matter of time before
broken bones, and potentially deaths occur. This

would be money well spent.

Since we are all now being encouraged not to
use our cars we need all the support from local
services that we can get

I have suffered one painful fall and too many
near misses to count this winter. Most of my
safe routes are dangerously slick for much of the
winter, forcing me onto busy roads. We have
also had to use the car to for trips with our
children because safe routes for them are too
1C\/

I live close to Riverside, which retained its ice
very effciently! It would have made all the
difference to have it gritted, both to cyclists and
pedestrians.
the state of the cycle bridge over the railway
and the cycle routes across Lamas Land was also
a complete disgrace - indeed the latter is still
impassable more than a week since the last
SNOW .

Why do councils promote cycling as a alternative
to transport problems and then not give these
people the care they deserve, this only pushes
people back to car transport in the bad weather.

We should be doing everything we can to
encorage people to use thier bikes in Cambridge.
It is a false economy not to grit cycle routes.

I am fully behind this petition - icy cycle paths
are dangerous and should be gritted to protect
cycler safety and keep cyclists on their bikes and
out of their cars.

Our children are expected to cycle to school
whatever the weather. We live on Milton Road, a
major route into Cambridge but also to the
Science & Business Parks, with cycle paths
heavily used at rush hours. For the sake of
saving injury & potential hospital treatment I
urge this issue be taken seriously

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Cyclist pay taxes and contribute to a cleaner
environment. We are entitled to safe conditions
too. In addition, if cycle paths are gritted and
safe to use, cyclists will continue to cycle and
thus car use is not increased when road
conditions are bad. It helps to reduce cars on
the roads and thus congestion.

Having been the victim of road rage on icy days
when I was forced to cycle on the road as the
cycle paths were too dangerous I wholeheartedly
support this petition.

My son lives in Cambridge and cycles to school
every day. He has come off his bike this winter
due to lack of gritting.

The failure to grit cycle paths is reckless and
leads to both more injuries and cyclist switching
from cyles back to cars.I came off my cycle on
an ungritted cycle path,suffering bruising and
stopped using my cycle as it was too dangerous.
I drove instead.Stop thinking of the short term
saving in sparing some grit and think of the
longer term cost of injuries and more cars on the
road. See how the Dutch do it.

I am one of the cyclist that has suffered an
injuring due to the lack of gritted cycle paths - I
cycle to work and around town every day and
my bike needs repairing every quarter due to
the lack of 'smooth' roads and cycle paths in
Camhridae
I recently came off my bike when I skidded on a
patch of ice at Riverside near the new cycle
bridae.

In particular the confluences of major routes
must be cleared, it appears that crossing points
attract most accidents.

Please consider gritting cycle paths sooner for
the sake of my 4 children and me and indeed
everyone else cycling to school in the mornings
and refraining from using a car.

Sherlock Road and Eachard Road are extremely
slippery during cold weather, and these roads
are used by a greay number of cyclists and
pedestrians.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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Three members of our family use Cambridge
cycle routes to get to work or college.

My bike has slid on the ice twice in one week
and both times I've hit the ice - hard. I have a
child cycling to school each day and her safety is
of great concern to me. Some gritting would be
a bia heln.

I cycle from the train station to work every day.
During the recent bad weather the ice and
compacted snow on the cycle ways have made
them treacherous in places. I have had several
near misses. I dislike using the roads as an
alternative because a cyclist doesn't stand a
chance against a skidding car.By its lack of
action the Council is encouraging cyclists like me
to revert back to our cars and put even more
traffic on our already overcrowded road
system.Please grit the cycle routes.

It is dangerous not to grit cycle paths and
alleyways.
Trumpington Road is another area that
particularly needed attention in the snow.

I saw many cyclists fall off their bikes during the
recent cold weather. They were riding on icy
ridges of slush at the sides of the road whilst

cars were on clear routes down the centre of the

roads. In fact the process of clearing the centre
of the roads throws the snow onto the sides,
making it worse for cyclists.

The anti-congestion committees must think
broader that just trying to tax people out of their
cars. Gritting cycleways will prevent cyclists
turning taking to their cars in icy weather and
will avoid an increase in congestion. The extra
cost of salt is nothing to the savings caused by
fewer car-shunts and the avoidance of
unnecessary environmental damage.

I bike to work every day and found it very
difficult withy none of the cycle paths and
bridges accessable during the winter weather.

http://www.oeffner.net/doc/CambridgeCycleGrittingPetition.pdf
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global warming will be reduced ONLY if cyclists
are catered for properly in terms of safety and
status, and road lanes, to encourage 1000 more
to take it up. Also, bill to NHS will decrease, with
all this healthy travel happening...BUT ONLY IF
IT IS SAFE for all ages.

For Cambridge to be flagged as a 'Cycling City'

surely this has to follow.

In Cambridge, there are just as many bikes as

cars - surely it is justified here?

I am a cyclist and it is really unsafe to cycle in
the lanes provided for cylists as the ice and
slush just sit in the cycle lanes and no grit is
provided. This is very dangerous and I have

nearly come off several times. I am also a car

driver so I know both aspects of the awareness
to cyclists during bad weather and how
dangerouse it can be and other traffic, when you
are cycling does not give way very kindly to you
most of the time.

Cambridge is a cycling city. As taxpayers we are
entitled to the same level of care by gritting as
road users.

On two wheels, cyclists are much more
vulnerable than people in cars anyway.

We (5) all cyle to school/work so icy cyle routes
are a real hazard to us
I have personally skidded and nearly ended up
under a car as a result of non-gritted cycle paths
on Trumpington Road. Very dangerous. If all
cycle paths can't be gritted, then please at least
grit the major commuting routes.

Riverside, a major through-route for cyclists
travelling along the rive, was an accident waiting
to happen. I saw no evidence of gritting at any
point. Consequently the road turned into an ice
rink.
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It is unreasonable and very unsafe to follow the
current policy. As a Canadian citizen and
someone familiar with cold weather and snow, it
is totally unacceptable to wait 'several days'
before gritting the paths. The minute there is
news of snow the grit should be down. The
minute there will be ice, the grit should be
down. You don't wait for an accident to happen.
You seek to prevent it. That is social
responsibility and it is the council's
responsibility.

It is high time paths were gritted as well as
roads - we all are encouraged to use alternative
forms of travel by our local councils - to not grits

paths at the same time as roads show little

joined up thinking.

The Council's commitment to cycling must be
shown all-year-round if it's pro-cycling rhetoric is
to be taken seriously.
frankly it has to be said that the council's policy
on gritting is appaling in general. Recently as
well as it being near impossible to cycle in
certain areas i have also notised that the
pavements have been incredibly hazardous, and
doubtless any older citizens who are at all infirm
would be basicly unable to leave their homes. I
believe that they should grit beyond just the
cycle paths but also the pavements.

Failure to grit the cycle routes forces people
either onto the roads or back into their vehicles.
I have noticed that roads I travel along are
getting more pot holes, when they are "bodged"
any loose stones are left in the cycle path -
those maintaining should put themselves in the
position of the cyclist. All loose stones should be
removed - pot holes (often deep) are a problem
especially in the dark when filled with water that
then freezes are another problem.

Both my children and I cycle to school and I
would request that the Council do all it can to
ensure our safety while travelling to and from

hom.
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Cambridge has an unusually high ratio of cycle v
motor transport, and is committed to
encouraging people to cycle rather than drive to
work. It is therefore vital that this policy is
backed up by gritting of cycle routes to:1.
Ensure safety for a large nhumber of residents.2.
Demonstrate that cyclists are viewed as a
priority community.

Cycling is a responsible, healthy and
environmentally healthy mode of transport - it
needs to be given a high safety priority and this
means gritting the paths in bad weather.

It's time we stopped this nonsense about not
clearing the snow outside our homes. The ice
has been trecherous -I use a buggy and it was
crazy using it. It must be very easy to spray grit
towards the paths. All cycle routes should be
treated the same as the road - a man and a
barrel with grit/salt or even a shovel to move
the snow.

We want to encourage our children (and
ourselves) to cycle safely no matter what the
weather so gritting the paths is essential.

Just to say that the state of the cycle paths in
Cambridge has been appalling in the recent bad
weather. Cycling is not just a pleasure pursuit, it

is the way many residents get to work.

All my children and I use bicycles frequently. If

you want to take people off roads in cold snaps

grit cycleways (and make many more cycle only
paths!)

I have dreaded every morning this last month as
both I and my children cycle to school/work and
we never know how bad it is going to be until
one of us nearly or does fall

I cycle to work four times a week and also to get
essential shopping.
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I cycle into town on most days and I have found
that in the recent weather this has become very
hazardous due to the ice and snow. The cycle
route into town is very busy and I have noticed
that many people are wheeling their bikes from
fear of skidding and falling off. i have seen
several cyclists crashing to the ground on the
ice. The routes across Sheeps Green and Coe
Fen desperately need gritting.

To reduce congestion in the city we should be
actively encouraging people to walk or cycle to
work and just clearing roads (and not footpaths
and cycle lanes) gives out the wrong message.

I had a nasty accident on the cycle path on East
Road last week where it was ice covered by
snow - including getting bruised and smashing
my PDA.The Cutter Ferry bridge was extremely
dangerous - I was lucky that I dismounted
before descending as the sloping path was
covered with ice.

And clear leaves in Autumn.
my oap mother was seriously hurt falling off her
bike on ice on riverside as no gritting was done,
she is taking weeks to get full mobility back and
is in considerable pain, this could have been
avoided if salting or gritting took place

my oap mother was seriously hurt falling off her
bike on ice on riverside, she is taking weeks to
recover full mobility and is in considerable pain.
This could have been avoided if gritting and
salting had been done

I was seriously hurt falling off my bike on ice on
riverside as no gritting was done, it is taking me
weeks to recover my mobility and i am in
considerable pain. This could have been avoided
if gritting or salting was done

my granny was seriously hurt falling of her bike
on ice on riverside. This could have been
avoided if gritting or salting was done. She has
been in a lot of pain and is taking weeks to
recover her mobility
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my granny was seriously hurt falling off her bike
on black ice on riverside, this could have been
avoided if the road was gritted, she is taking

weeks to recover
UK Must be done.
my 3 children cycle to school along riverside,
accross midsummer common and along side
roads to school. they fell off their bikes doing
this journey on the ice.they had to walk to and
from school instead. i think the council should
show their support for cyclists by making their
routes safe.

UK Why grit main roads every time there is the
slightest risk of a little frost and leave all other
routes unsalted regardless of conditions? Save

by not gritting unnecessarily and grit where
needed, when needed.

UK
UK
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